
Victory Community Park
What’s happening?
We want to provide top quality park facilities for all of the 
community, within a welcoming, safe and high quality 
landscaped environment. The project to improve Victory 
Community Park will see extensive public consultation, to 
identify priority improvements for the park, and construction 
works in the park.

Why improve Victory Community Park?
The Elephant and Castle area around Victory Community Park 
is undergoing major redevelopment including new housing, 
highways, and parks and open spaces. These improvements 
highlight the need to improve the quality of Victory Community 
Park and to create new connections to Elephant and Castle. 

A people counting survey also recorded low visitor numbers to 
Victory Community Park when compared to other Southwark 
Parks, improvements to the park will aim to increase visitor 
numbers.

What is the Park’s history?
The park was opened in 1980 on the site of demolished 
Victorian housing, a warehouse and a factory. Lobbying from 
the local community led to the creation of Victory Community 
Park. Initially the park was simply fenced with grass areas 
within and managed by the local community as a garden. 

In 2007 Southwark council undertook a major refurbishment 
project as part of the ‘4 parks project’, creating the park as 
it is today. 

Victory Community Park is located close to the Elephant and 
Castle within the Borough, Bankside and Walworth area of 
LB Southwark. It sits between Rodney Place, Munton Road, 
Balfour Street and Victory Place and is approximately 4700 
m2 or 0.47 hectares in size.

Victory Primary school is on the south west boundary of the 
park, with residential apartments and housing to the south, 
east and north of the park. To the west lies Elephant Park, 
and a major new LendLease mixed use development under 
construction. 

Within the general footprint of the park but not currently 
publicly accessible, lies a nature area managed by Southwark 
Council & the Friends of Victory Community Park

The Existing Park

Victory Place

Balfour Street

Rodney Place

Elba Place

Victory Primary School

Munton Road

Ball Court

Land not owned by Council

Bridge access, currently closed

World planting border

Play area

Elba Place Nature Garden

Tiled mural

Open contoured lawn

Open contoured lawn

Seating area

Current Issues With The Park

The public has identified:

• Unwelcoming entrances 

• Unattractive and ‘prison like’ perimeter fencing 

• Lack of accessible path through the whole park

• Out dated play equipment



Victory Community Park

Previous Public Engagement

Public engagement was undertaken from Monday 
13th January 2020 to Sunday 9th February 2020,  with 
an online survey open for public responses during this 
time. 

The online survey was supported by two public drop in 
sessions held during the day on Saturday 18th January 
from 12.30pm – 3.30pm and in the evening of Thursday 
23rd January from 5pm-8pm. These two sessions were 
planned to allow increased opportunity for residents to 
talk to council officers in person regarding the project 
if needed. 

Key Points 

Boundary Fencing

Victory Park has been locked at dusk for the past 5 
years, originally to address antisocial behaviour issues 
at the time. The fencing is unusually tall for a public 
park and in poor condition; it has been described 
as prison like and unwelcoming. Along with better 
located entrances, replacing with regular height 
fencing (about 1m high) would improve views into the 
park, encouraging more people to come in. Improving 
views looking out of the park would also make it feel 
safer.

Almost all parks in Southwark are not locked at night 
and low 1m high fences are not intended for security, 
so locking then becomes ineffective. Experience has 
shown that opening up views can reduce antisocial 
behaviour. Entrances with gates may be difficult for 
some people with disabilities and this will be explored 
further during a Equalities Impact Assessment.

What Happens Next?

Following the end of consultation, your comments 
and responses will be reviewed and a summary report 
will be made available on the project webpage. 

Those comments will be used to finalise a developed 
design for the park.

The following steps are to produce tender and 
construction drawings, appoint a construction 
contractor and carry out the works. 

Construction works are expected in 2021. Please 
leave your email details to be updated on project 
progress.

KEEP border planting 

KEEP or IMPROVE 
play area 

MAINTAIN cherry trees

REMOVE fencing, 
described as prison like

Improve SEATING, 
considered uncomfortable 

especially in winter

Unattractive 
fencing 

Improve 
paving 

Improve 
uncomfortable 

seating

Keep and 
improve play 

area

Retain and 
improve 
planting



Victory Community Park
Improve existing footpath network to 
enhance smooth flowing routes. New 
improved path surface materials. 
Routes to ball games area cannot 
be accessed by some people with 
mobility-related disability

Refurbish / rebuild 
existing bridge to 
re-provide east west 
connection across 
park

Nature area fence 
replaced with 
hedge within the 
park

Retain and improve existing 
world garden zone with 
new planting, signage and 
biodiversity elements.

Improve existing play 
space to create 
destination space for 
local community

Improve fencing and 
planting to create 
a secure, attractive 
and enhanced green 
character to park

Retain 
existing ball 
court and 
tiled mural

Expand existing picnic 
/ seating area with 
improvements to surface 
finish, furniture and 
communal activities.

Consolidate Victory 
Place and Balfour Street 
entrances to create one 
improved entrance at 
the road junction

Balfour Street

Rodney Place

Elba Place

Victory Primary 
School

Munton Road

   Victory Place

Design Option 1
This design option retains and repairs the pedestrian bridge. 
It levels areas to the east of the park adding more seating 
and picnic tables. A new entrance on the corner of Balfour 
St and Victory Place is also created. 

To the west of the park it improves the paths but keeps the 
existing locations of entrances. A new path is created to the 
Nature garden.



Victory Community Park
Retain and improve existing 
world garden zone with 
new planting, signage and 
biodiversity elements.

Improve existing play 
space to create 
destination space for 
local community

Expand existing picnic / seating 
area with improvements to 
surface finish, furniture and 
communal activities.

Remove existing bridge structure 
and supports. Relocate ball court 
south to accommodate new 
stepped seating terrace

Proposed new 
accessible route 
with planted edge 
to Munton Road

Nature garden enhanced 
with ecological 
improvements and hedge 
boundary to park

Balfour Street

Rodney Place

Elba Place

Victory Primary 
School

Munton Road

   Victory Place

Design Option 2
This design option removes the pedestrian bridge and creates 
a new walkway running alongside Munton Road but within the 
park. 

The sloped bank and mural are replaced by a stepped seating 
area. This design currently keeps the sunken ball-court and 
the sloped path access which cannot be accessed by some 
people with mobility related disabilities. However this design 
also has the option of filling in this area to raise it up and create 
a ball-court in the same location at street level allowing access 
for all.

The entrances off Victory Place, Balfour Street and Munton 
Road remain as they are. To the west of the park it improves 
the paths but keeps the existing locations of entrances. A new 
path is created to the Nature garden.

Improve existing 
entrances with 
gateway features 
and new signage

Improve fencing and 
planting to create 
a secure, attractive 
and enhanced green 
character to park



Victory Community Park
Level of the sunken area raised 
to create a new fully accessible 
central lawn and planted edge to 
Munton Road and nature garden

New sports hub 
comprising a half 
basketball court, mini-
football, table tennis 
and outdoor gym

Balfour Street

Rodney Place

Elba Place

Victory Primary 
School

Munton Road

   Victory Place

Design Option 3
This design option removes the pedestrian bridge and raises the 
level of the sunken area to create a flat area across the park. 
In this new area a sports hub will be created with basketball, 
mini-football, table tennis and outdoor gym. 

Removing the ball court and raising this area allows access for 
wheelchairs and other disabilities and creates extra open lawn 
at the centre of the park.  A new entrance on the corner of 
Balfour St and Victory Place is also created. 

To the west of the park it improves the paths but keeps the 
existing locations of entrances. A new path is created to the 
Nature garden. 

Mini football example

Retain and improve existing 
world garden zone with 
new planting, signage and 
biodiversity elements.

Improve existing play 
space to create 
destination space for 
local community

Expand existing picnic 
/ seating area with 
improvements to surface 
finish, furniture and 
communal activities.

Nature garden enhanced 
with ecological 
improvements and hedge 
boundary to park

Improve fencing and 
planting to create 
a secure, attractive 
and enhanced green 
character to park

Consolidate Victory 
Place and Balfour Street 
entrances to create one 
improved entrance at 
the road junction


